
A  fter a long and 

harsh winter we 

are in April, the resurrec-

tion and a new life. We 

look forward to spring 

and summer and all the 

happy events that are on 

the calendar. The first 

event is the upcoming 

Spring Fair which will be 

held on May 16. As you 

well know, the Spring 

Fair and the Country Fair 

in October, combined 

with the raffle are the two 

major fund-raising events 

to support our seminary 

here in Ramsey. 

 

Our four brothers are 

doing very well. Br. Gio-

vannie Nunez, C.R.M. 

and Br. Noly Berjuega, 

C.R.M. are completing 

the fourth year of theol-

ogy and Brs. Arnel and 

Arman are in the second 

year of theology. Our 

seminarian, Ryan de la 

Pena will, complete the 

~AMRG~  

Ad Maiorem Resur-

gentis Gloriam!  

Vocation in the Clerics Regular Minor 

A  ny vocation, 

whether it be mar-

riage, single blessedness or 

the priesthood and reli-

gious life is a gift from 

God. Oneõs vocation is 

ultimately rooted in the 

universal baptismal call to 

holiness. Holiness is 

linked to the imitation of 

Christ in our lives. We try 

to follow Christ in thought, 

in word and in deed.  
 

A vocation to the Adorno 

Fathers and Brothers is a 

particular call of God to 

place one's life at the ser-

vice of the Church, ac-

cording to the charism of 

our Founders. Becoming a 

part of our community 

affords men the opportu-

nity to serve God through 

parish work, missionary 

activities, retreat work and 

teaching. As a family, we 

strive to share with one 

another the joys and sor-

rows of everyday life.  

Our Order is open to 

those who are called by 

God to embrace the reli-

gious life. As religious, the 

candidate may pursue the 

life of a priest, brother or 

permanent deacon.  
 

Formation with the Clerics 

Regular Minor begins with 

the period of postulancy. 

During this time, a candi-

date is helped to cultivate 

his baptismal grace, to 

discern more clearly and 

with greater certainty his 

own vocation, and to ac-

quire the virtues and de-

velop the attitudes for fol-

lowing the call of the Lord.  
 

A one year novitiate is the 

second period of forma-

tion in our Order. It is a 

period of grace and trial, 

during which the novices 

deepen more clearly their 

knowledge of their vocation 

in our Order, and experi-

ence its style of life. In the 

novitiate, the vows, the Con-

stitutions, the spirituality, the 

purpose and the history of 

the Adorno Fathers and 

brothers are well treated, so 

that the novices may know 

and live our charism, which 

should be the soul of their 

religious life.  
 

Upon completion of the 

novitiate, the candidate pro-

fesses the religious vows of 

chastity, poverty, obedience 

and not seeking after ecclesi-

astical honors. This simple 

or first profession lasts three 

years. During this time, the 

professed religious deepens 

his spiritual life in the Order 

and also become involved in 

some apostolate in our par-

ishes. The first profession of 

vows can be renewed for a 

longer period of time. 
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year of novitiate in June 

in the Philippines and 

hopefully will begin his 

theological studies at Im-

maculate Conception 

Seminary at Seton Hall 

University in September. 

 

These are happy events 

and signs of growth that 

we gladly share with you. 

We are deeply grateful to 

God and to all our 

friends for their continu-

ous support and prayers. 

 

A happy and blessed 

Easter to all! 

 

 
Fr. Hector Di Nardo, C.R.M. 

(Superior) 

Adorno Fathers, CRM - 575 Darlington Avenue- Ramsey, NJ 07446  

             Tel: (201) 327-7375 Web: www.AdornoFathers.org  

Solemn Profession is the 

highest and most complete 

expression of consecration 

to God in the service of the 

Church, and of full aggrega-

tion in our religious family. 

It is the sign of the spousal 

love that indissolubly unites 

Christ to the Church, his 

spouse. 

By: Fr. Michael Marotta, C.R.M. 

òI have called you by name: 

you are mine.ó  Isaiah 43:1 

 

By: Br. Giovannie Nunez, C.R.M. 

Renew all things in Christ  

O nce, coming home from a 
trip, my brother came out 

with a very interesting question.  
He asked me if I found it diffi-
cult to have an invisible boss?  
Wow, I said it is one heck of a 
question.  At first I was dumb-
founded and it took me a little 
time to actually discern my an-
swer to that.  That question 
never crossed my mind, I just 
thought that my Lord called me 
and I was certain that I was 
meant to be a priest. Finally I 
answered him that it may be 
mysterious to you but it is by 
faith that we are affirmed 
through responding òyesó to 
Godõs will.  

(Continued on page 2.) 
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the 

Greater 

Glory 

of the 
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Christ!ò 
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The Mysterious Life of Priests 

By: Fr. Teodoro Kalaw, C.R.M. 

Jesus Christ  

is  

Risen!  

T hings had never been the 
same the past few days in 

Jerusalem as recounted by the 
two disciples on their way to 
Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). When 
they were asked what sort of 
things, they told about what hap-
pened to Jesus the Nazarene and 
how He died, was laid in the 
tomb and after three days, rose 
from the dead. They did not 
realize that it was Jesus who was 
with them along the way. 
 

After this incident, Jesus Christ 
appeared many times to His dis-
ciples to confirm that He indeed 
had risen from the dead and 
commanded them to... 

(Continued on page 3.) 



 

òPreach and if you have to, use 

words.ó  The amazing thing is even 

though we have not gone yet to 

heaven, we are convinced that heaven 

is a reality.  Friends, it is our faith that 

points us to the reality of heaven.  

Each one of us, in 

virtue of our bap-

tism, is gifted with 

so much faith.  

This now be-

comes alive in us.  

The Word be-

came flesh.  The 

mystery here lies 

not on proving to 

us that literally we 

have gone to 

heaven, but that 

we have experienced the reality of 

heaven in what we believe. 
 

Many people, during the time of Saint 

Padre Pio, flocked to Pietralcina to 

attend Mass.  The accounts of those 

who attended Masses by him were 

remarkably uplifted.  They often de-

scribed, òHis Masses are so much 

filled with the Spiritó.  Padre Pio em-

bodied that faith, not only in profess-

ing it by lips but he professed it in his 

daily life.   Our very own Sain Francis 

Caracciolo spent hours and hours 

before the Blessed Sacrament.  

Through the eyes of faith, he saw and 

experienced the special presence of 

Christ in the Eucharist.  One of his 

favorite expressions from the Sacred 

Scriptures was, òFor the zeal of Godõs 

...Faith motivates 
 

We priests are mysterious!  We be-

lieve in the God that we have never 

seen.  We obey in the teachings that 

sometimes are so difficult to reconcile 

with our human reasoning.  We be-

lieve that we are to preach of his love 

even though we ourselves struggle to 

love others as God commanded us to. 

Yes, because God calls us to do some-

thing òDivineó and yet we have to live 

in the world of humanity.  God calls us 

to introduce heaven to every soul and 

yet we have not gone to heaven our-

selves.  Sometimes, I think that maybe 

it would be wonderful if God, before 

ordaining us, would offer us a free trip 

to heaven, purgatory and hell so that it 

would be a powerful impact in our 

lives and in our ministry.  We could 

preach to the people that they better 

believe it, because we were there!  In 

reality, faith moves us to do certain 

things that would normally mystify us.  

Faith allows us to discern between 

good and evil, godly and ungodly 

things and light from darkness.  Faith 

serves as a moving factor to make us 

do what we are doing and put into 

action what we believe through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

...The Call to live the faith shared 
 

One thing that makes us credible in 

showing the people the way to heaven 

is not so much in our preaching, but in 

the way we are living our lives.  St. 

Francis of Assisi would always say, 

T his image of St. Francis Caracciolo, re-printed here, is 
considered perhaps the oldest image of our founder. 

The original painting is presently kept in the Vatican ar-
chives and was first displayed to the public in the year 1629 
in the Church of Santa Maria Maggiore in Naples in honor 
of Fr. Francis Caracciolo. 
 
This image has a great historic and iconographic importance. 

It reveals his vocation and spirituality. On the left we can see 

the Risen Lord, which was from the beginning the emblem 

of the Order of the Clerics Regular Minor. Then we can see 

the crucifix, the sign of his devotion to the Passion of Jesus 

Christ. In the open book in front of him are the words of 

the four vows: chastity, poverty, obedience and of non seek-

ing ecclesiastical honor. At the center of the picture is the 

Holy Eucharist with the words òZelus domus tuae comedit 

meó (The zeal of your hose consumes me Ps. 69), a clear 

expression of St. Francisõ profound devotion for the Holy 

Eucharist. 

An old Image of St. Francis Caracciolo (1629)  

house consumes himó (Psalm 69:10).  The 

Cureõ of Ars, Saint John Vianney experi-

enced the same thing.  People found, 

through his lifestyle, that he was different 

from the others.  He was special in the 

way he lived his life.  He embodied the 

faith he believed and 

professed.  People 

flocked to the City of 

Ars to see and hear 

this man of God.  

These individuals and 

many other saints 

manifested in their 

lives the excellence of 

the gift of Faith.  

Priests are called to 

do the same.  It is part 

of our mysterious 

presence in the world to be the sign of 

contradiction as we strive to imitate Christ 

the priest. 
 

...The Spirituality 
 

We must abandon any form of extrem-

ism.  In the life of the Church, we have 

witnessed that before, the priests were 

never active in the daily lives of the people 

and they were limited to being in Church 

to pray and to preach spirituality.  Some-

how, it led to spiritual extremes and it 

confused the lives of the people.  They 

became identified only as tied to the sacra-

ments and spiritual life of the people and 

not part of the world.  So Vatican II called 

the Church to be visible within the lives of 

the people so as to bring the light of Christ 

to their daily lives and to share the fruits of 

their prayer with them.  
 

Some priests have gone to the other ex-

treme.  They are drawn so much to the 

ministry of service that they lack in spiritu-

ality.  On one hand, many have fallen into 

the spirituality of òholier than thouó, better 

known as spiritual pride.  On the other 

hand, today many would say they are 

òworldlier than thouó.  Bishop Fulton 

Sheen in his book Those Mysterious 

Priests says òSome vertical relationship to 
God has, to some extent, been abandoned 

in favor of a horizontal relationship to 

man.  Service is taking the place of prayer. 

The Mount of Transfiguration is aban-

doned for the sake of the sick boy and the 

distraught father in the valley below.ó  

Fulton Sheen, warns the priests to be very 

careful not to fall into extremism.  Our 

Lord Jesus Christ wanted us to serve the 

people, but this service must be the fruit of 

our prayer life. 
 

Do not identify the sacred with the secu-

lar; and never convert the Kingdom of 

God to the Kingdom of Man.  Fulton 

Sheen continues that we must be very 

cautious of a spirituality that will baptize 

secular ideologies like Marxism or capital-

ism: this suggests that our Christianity 

exists solely for the community; that Chris-

tianity, in its exaggerated form, will be  

converted to mere sociology; and from 

prayer to a demonstrator, and from inter-

cessor to a protestor. 

Priests are men of God and they are our 

bridge towards heaven.  They nourish 

our...  (Continued on next page.) 

For the Greater Glory of the Risen Christ  
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credible in showing the 

people the way to heaven is 

not so much in our 

preaching, but in the way we 
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